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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
MARRIAGE: Brandis Couch Timmons 
and John Roberts, September 2. John serves 
as director of internal and electronic com-
munications and as rugby coach at Furman. 
Brandi works with the university’s Web 
development team.
BIRTH: John and Kathryn Gibson 
Taylor, a son, Charles James, July 6.  
They live in Charlotte, N.C.
92
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Katie Clerkin Benston has been named 
chief program of"cer for Care Ring, a non-
pro"t healthcare agency in Charlotte, N.C. 
She was previously with Hospice & Palliative 
Care-Charlotte region.
Nancy van Luyn Oglesby, deputy 
commonwealth’s attorney for Goochland 
County in Virginia, was named the 2011 
Distinguished Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court Prosecutor by the state’s  
Association of Commonwealth’s Attorneys.
93
R. Kevin Johnson is a contributing editor 
to the four-volume Encyclopedia of Christian 
Civilization, for which he wrote articles 
related to worship, liturgy and music history. 
Kevin is a freelance author and a resident in 
pastoral care at Columbia University in New 
York City.
94
Greg and Susan Flowers Elliott have 
moved to the Philippines. Greg is the mining 
and metals operations manager for Fluor 
Corporation’s Manila of"ce.
Greg McGann (M.A.) of Lopatcong Town-
ship, N.J., has been named superintendent 
of Alpha School in Phillipsburg, N.J. Greg 
has 28 years of teaching and administrative 
experience, and was previously director of 
human resources in the Roxbury Township 
School District.
ADOPTION: Claude and Jewel Giesy 
McRoberts, a son, Isaac Luke, born 
February 27, 2010, in Daegu, South Korea; 
adopted March 22, 2011. They live in  
Millington, Tenn.
95
Glenn and Heather Willis Allen 
have taken positions at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. Heather is assistant 
professor of French, and Glenn is a bio- 
statistician in the Health Innovation Program 
in the School of Medicine.
Nancy Fullbright of Savannah, Ga., 
has joined the corporate communications 
department of Gulfstream Aerospace. She 
previously worked with the Georgia Tech 
Research News and Publications Of"ce.
Tracy Starling Yates completed her 
MBA with an emphasis in "nance from 
Grand Canyon University in Phoeniz, Ariz. 
She and her husband, Steven, a U.S. Air 
Force of"cer, moved to Las Vegas, Nev.,  
this summer. He is a member of the USAF 
Thunderbirds air demonstration squadron.
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Amy Love has joined the South Carolina 
Department of Commerce as director of 
marketing and communications. She was 
formerly deputy executive director of New 
Carolina, South Carolina’s Council on 
Competitiveness.
Gabriel Loving earned his Master of 
Worship Studies degree from the Robert 
E. Webber Institute of Worship Studies in 
Orange Park, Fla. Gabe is minister of music 
and worship at Christ Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Knoxville, Tenn. 
Paul D. Satterwhite, an attorney with 
the Spring"eld, Mo., of"ce of Husch Black-
well, has been chosen by Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly as one of its 2011 Up & Coming 
award winners. The nominees had to be 
under 40 years of age or have less than 10 
years experience in the "eld of law. They 
were selected for their positive in!uence in 
the legal industry and in their communities. 
BIRTHS: James Bishop and Karen 
Claussen ’95, a daughter, Sophia Kather-
ine, December 20, 2010, Knoxville, Tenn.
Scott and Leanna Kelley Fuller, a son, 
Simon Kelley Fuller, December 9, 2010, 
Nashville, Tenn. Leanna is in her "nal year of 
a Ph.D. program in religion, psychology and 
culture at Vanderbilt University.
97
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Jon A. Good has been named chief 
executive of"cer at NAI Earle Furman in 
Greenville, effective in January 2012. He 
has been director of the Greater Greenville 
Association of Realtors and was named 
Commercial Realtor of the Year in 2003. 
Rolyn Quattlebaum Rollins is an 
administrative assistant for the Lilly Center 
for Vocational Re!ection at Furman. Her 
husband, Matt Rollins, graduated from 
Gardner-Webb University in May with a 
Master of Divinity degree. He is activities 
minister and interim young adult minister  
at Greenville’s First Baptist Church.
BIRTHS: Robert and Ashley Barr  
Causey, twins, a son, Robert Wayne III, 
and a daughter, Darby Ray, March 16. They 
live in Simpsonville, S.C. Ashley is a global 
studies teacher at Hillcrest High School.
Michael Holbert and Paige Turner, a son, 
Ellis Martin Holbert, March 18. Paige is on 
the faculty in the Department of Endo- 
dontics at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and is an associate at Southside 
Endodontics in Colonial Heights.
98
Jamie Duncan has been called as senior 
pastor of East Pickens (S.C.) Baptist Church. 
He previously was pastor of Good Hope 
Church in Iva, S.C.
MARRIAGE: Seth Howard and Jane 
Dickerson, August 20. Seth is a public policy 
analyst and lobbyist for a nonpro"t group  
in Seattle, Wash., and Jane works in the  
Department of Lab Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Washington Medical Center.
BIRTHS: Mark and Kiana Matthews 
Dezelon, a son, Evan Haykan Dezelon, 
May 18. They live in Cary, N.C. Kiana works 
for Hill-Rom as a lead usability business 
analyst. Mark works for SAS.
Chris and Katie Hankinson McGaha, 
a daughter, Annabelle Brooke, May 17, 
Birmingham, Ala.
Jeff and Lisa McGehee, a daughter,  
Elizabeth Austin McGehee, May 29, 
Greenville.
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WHEN FOLKS IN
Anchorage, Alaska, and 
surrounding environs 
need their pianos tuned 
or rebuilt, they know the 
man to call: Dan McElrath.
When they want to 
listen to some smooth jazz 
riffs, they know what to 
dial up on their iPods: the 
Dan Mac Sextet, featuring 
Dan McElrath and friends.
And when they have 
a dream to play a grand 
piano atop a glacier while 
wearing — we are not 
making this up — a “Yeti” 
suit, they now know who can help make it happen: 
Dan McElrath.
Since moving to Anchorage in the late 1980s, 
McElrath, a 1985 Furman graduate, has established 
a statewide name for himself as a businessman, com-
poser and performer. He is a certi"ed piano technician 
whose company, Alaska Piano, is the largest piano ser-
vices business in Alaska. It has given him, he says, “the 
"nancial security to explore my art without boundaries.”
Which he has done with the Dan Mac Sextet. 
“We’re blessed to have the Air Force Band of the Paci"c 
stationed in Anchorage,” he says, “and a number 
of exceptional musicians have retired in Alaska. They’ve 
provided a wealth of talented band members that 
I make use of on a regular basis.” Since 2005 he and 
his friends have toured the state, built a strong follow-
ing and produced seven CDs, the most recent being 
“Ajazzka” and “An Alyeskan Christmas.”
But how does a Greenville boy, son of a jazz pianist, 
wind up tuning pianos in Alaska? Or arranging for a 
concert on an icy mountain?
McElrath says he learned the basics of piano tuning 
(and playing, by ear) from his father, and as a teenager 
he landed a job with a piano restorer. The work helped 
him develop his mechanical craftsmanship, although he 
was more interested in playing the piano than helping 
others play theirs. In the late 1970s he enrolled at North 
Greenville, then a junior college, but his sight-reading 
was so bad that, he says, “I was advised to "nd an 
occupation that didn’t involve playing the piano — 
which only made me more determined to succeed 
at it.”
Looking to improve his musicianship and earn  
money for his education, he decided to join the Air 
Force — and was able to do both. While stationed for 
three and a half years in Rapid City, S.D., he studied 
with James MacInnes, a Juilliard graduate. When  
McElrath left military service in 1982, he returned to 
Greenville with a wife and adopted daughter, and 
enrolled at Furman as a music education major.
After graduating he worked for a year at a church 
in California before being offered a similar position in 
Anchorage. The failure of his marriage, he says, required 
him to make a new career choice, so he called on old 
skills and began tuning pianos again.
His big break came in 1994, when high-pro"le 
pianist George Winston hired him as his personal 
technician during a three-week tour of Alaska. The gig 
helped McElrath establish his name, and he went on to 
do further study at Steinway and Yamaha factories. By 
2000 his work was known throughout the state.
As for the concert on the glacier, McElrath helped 
make it happen last spring for Peter Halstead, a busi-
nessman and pianist. A representative of Halstead’s 
production company, Wind Over the Earth Produc-
tions, called to explain the idea, right down to the Yeti 
suit. McElrath would be in charge of arranging for a 
helicopter, "nding a grand piano, and ironing out such 
technical challenges as how to safely transport the 
1,000-pound instrument to the edge of a snowy cliff.
It took a month and a half to "nalize the plans,  
but on April 18, despite a few tense moments, a well-
insured, well-protected Steinway grand traveled more 
than 40 miles into the Chugach Mountains, to a height 
of 6,000 feet. There, Halstead had his moment.
For McElrath, the project was another chapter in 
a musical odyssey that has brought him "nancial and 
artistic success on the Last Frontier. He says, “There’s 
always a tug between my business and creative side, but 
that tension gives my life balance, variety and energy. 
I joke that I tune pianos to support my addiction to 
playing, but both bring great rewards and often comple-
ment each other.
“Many communities couldn’t afford to bring in 
a performer like me, but there are always pianos to tune 
to augment the bottom line and make it more feasible. 
That way I not only leave them with a memorable  
musical experience, but a well-tuned piano.”
— JIM STEWART
Visit www.danmacjazz.net to sample the Dan Mac  
Sextet’s music. For more on the mountaintop adventure, 
visit www.alaskapiano.net and www.pianistlost.com.
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Dan McElrath (far right) orchestrated a scenic, one-of-a-kind concert April 18 atop an Alaskan ice!eld.
 C
O
U
RT
ES
Y
 D
A
N
 M
C
EL
R
A
TH
